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Chartered by Farmers in 1936

Improving the quality of life 
for farming and rural 
families in North Carolina

Our PRIMARY mission
Legislative Representation 
for Agriculture and 
Rural North Carolina
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• 2020 Census
• Elections
• Federal Level update
• State Level update
• Emerging issues on the horizon



THE 2020 CENSUS



Dr. Rebecca Tippett, UNC SOG

NC Population 10.5 millionNC Population 10.5 million

People want 
to move 
here—lots of 
them

Projected to 
pick up 14th

US House 
seat in 2020



ELECTIONS

The NC General 
Assembly elected in 
2020 will draw 10-
year districts for: 

• US House of 
Representatives

• NC House
• NC Senate



116th Congress

District 1 Butterfield-D• District 1 Butterfield-D
• District 2 Holding-R
• District 3 Murphy-R
• District 4 Price-D
• District 5 Foxx-R
• District 6 Walker-R
• District 7 Rouzer-R
• District 8 Hudson-R
• District 9. Bishop-R
• District 10 McHenry-R
• District 11 Meadows-R
• District 12 Adams-D
• District 13 Budd-R



Incumbents for the 2020 Election

• Expect the new districts will shift seats from 10-R/3-D to 8-R/5-D

District 1 Butterfield-D• District 1 Butterfield-D
• District 2 Holding-R
• District 3 Murphy-R (frmly Jones)

• District 4 Price-D
• District 5 Foxx-R
• District 6 Walker-R
• District 7 Rouzer-R
• District 8 Hudson-R
• District 9. Bishop-R
• District 10 McHenry-R
• District 11 Meadows-R
• District 12 Adams-D
• District 13 Budd-R

New Congressional Map



Retirements NC 
Legislature

• Sen. Rick Horner, R-Nash
• Sen. Harry Brown, R-Onslow
• Sen. Jim Davis, R-Macon
• Rep. John Fraley, R-Iredell
• Rep. Mary Ann Black, D-Durham
• Rep. Debra Conrad, R-Forsyth
• Rep. Kevin Corbin, R-Macon (running for Senate)
• Sen. Rick Gunn, R-Alamance
• Rep. Chuck McGrady, R-Henderson
• Sen. Floyd McKissick (likely resigning to Utilities Commission)
• Sen. John Alexander, R-Wake
• Sen. Erica Smith, D-Northampton (U.S. Senate candidate)
• Sen. Andy Wells, R-Catawba (LG candidate)
• Rep. Chaz Beasley, D-Mecklenburg (LG candidate)
• Rep. Yvonne Holley, D-Wake (LG candidate)
• Sen. Terry Van Duyn, D-Buncombe (LG candidate)
• Rep. Josh Dobson, R-McDowell (labor commissioner candidate)
• Rep. Holly Grange, R-New Hanover (governor candidate)
• Rep. Michele Presnell, R-Yancey
• Rep. Michael Speciale, R-Craven
• Rep. Derwin Montgomery, D-Forsyth (NC-6 Congress candidate)
• Rep. Lisa Stone Barnes, R-Nash (running for N.C. Senate)
• Rep. Linda Johnson, R-Cabarrus
• Sen. Rob Bryan, R-Mecklenburg (double-bunked with Jeff Jackson)

Seeing more 
seats 
contested. In 
2016 46% of 
NC General 
Assembly 
seats were 
unopposed.

Reminder: The Legislature 
elected in 2020 will draw 
new Redistricting Maps



Know your Candidates!



NC is Battleground State

Agriculture’s issues transcend political party and ideology.



FEDERAL ISSUES



Workforce/Federal Level
• Farmers’ labor costs 

(AEWR) up by an average 
of 6% year over year 
AEWR NC $12.67

• The national average 
AEWR in last 5 yrs. has 
increased by 17% while 
revenues for fruits/nuts 
have only increased 3%;  
revenues for vegetables 
and melons have not 
increased at all.

• Farm Workforce 
Modernization Act



Federal 2018 Farm Bill
• Disaster Programs

– Improves ELAP and TAP; Reauthorizes ECP
• NAP 

– Improves buy up coverage, reduces paperwork
• Supports beginning farmers ($50 million)
• Maintains funding for pest and disease research

– $75 million annually, with the goal of enhancing funding in five 
years by $7.5 million to fund the National Clean Plant Network

• Urban, indoor & emerging ag ($10 million)
– Establishes an Office for Urban Agriculture and Innovative 

Production
• Organic research and extension ($395 over 10 years)

• Specialty Crops Block Grant Program
– $85 million in mandatory funding



2019 NC SPECIALTY CROP BLOCK GRANT RECIPIENTS

$1.3 million 2019

• Carolina Farm Stewardship: Competitiveness: Food Safety & Quality
• NCDA&CS: NC GAP Program 2020
• NCDA&CS: NC Water Analysis 2020
• N.C. State University

– Attract and Kill for Managing Brown Marmorated Stink Bug;
– Breeding Flavorful Disease Resistant Strawberry Cultivars;
– Comprehensive Christmas Tree Management Using Drones;
– Elongate Hemlock Scale and Fraser Fir;
– Heirloom–Type Tomato Hybrids for Niche-Markets;
– Hemlock Restoration in Nurseries and Landscapes;
– Horizontal Planting to Improve Sweet Potato Production;
– Improving Field Production of Grafted Tomatoes;
– Postharvest Disease Control for Export Sweet Potatoes;
– Tulip and Dutch Iris Extended Storage



Waters of the US (WOTUS)

• Revised rules released Friday 1/24/2020
– Appropriate Federal Regulation of water
– Allows a farmer to better determine what is and is 

not WOTUS on their property
– No longer considered WOTUS

• Ephemeral streams
• Ditches

– Does not affect Swampbuster Requirements for 
those farmers receiving federal payments



When do I comply?
FSMA Produce Rules 
When do I comply?

Compliance dates modified requirements for farms eligible for a qualified 
exemption are:

For labeling req. (if applicable): January 1, 2020
For retention of records supporting eligibility for a 
qualified exemption: Effective date of the final rule



“Exempt Farms” must comply
• sell the majority of the food to qualified end-users in 

NC or w/i of the farm 
• annual monetary value of food is less than $500,000
• Comply with limited requirements:

– Keep records (to prove you meet the exemption
– Labeling

• Include the name and the business address of the farm 
where the produce was grown on any food packaging 
label or when packaging is not required, display at the 
point of purchase.

• Address must include:  complete business address must 
include: street address or post office box, city, state and 
zip code



FSMA

• Routine inspections 
began spring 2019
– Inspections by NCDA&CS
– Farmer receives a 4056 to 

document farm inspection
– First inspection is 

“educational”
– 5-day notice
– Unannounced if complaint, 

food recall, food borne 
illness outbreak

• Water Rules not enforced 
(rules are not finalized)



What are they finding?
• Employee training

– Like handwashing     ---SOPs
• Sanitation and design of equipment

– Beware of Listeria it sets up shop in equipment and causes a very 
high rate of hospitalization

• Beware that biofilms can harbor bacteria and other pathogens
• Sanitation in harvest (goes back to training)



On-Farm Readiness Reviews (OFRRs)

• Voluntary, non-regulatory review of a farm’s readiness for compliance with the 
FSMA Produce Safety Rule
– Evaluate on-farm practices and conditions
– Identify opportunities for improvement in food safety practices
– Help farmer understand their risks and hazards
– Provide technical assistance to assist in PSR implementation
– OFRR may reduce your priority for full inspection
– Must have PSA training first (PSA training is mandatory for all covered farms)



NORTH CAROLINA ISSUES



NCGA reaches deal on Farm Act SB 315
• Gives N.C. Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services additional authority to 
regulate hemp cultivation and the manufacture 
and labeling of hemp products.
– Bans smokable hemp as of June 1, 2020. 

• The revised bill also:
- provides a procedure for a landowner to reclaim unused easements 
from a utility company; 
- clarifies that left-turning farm equipment has the right-of-way when 
there is a passing vehicle;
- broadens the allowable uses for farm advertising signs;
- adds hunting, fishing and shooting sports to the definition of 
agritourism; 
- clarifies the appeal process for present-use value decisions;
- makes confidential individual farmer information generated by Soil & 
Water Conservation districts; 



NCGA reaches deal on Farm Act SB 315
• Gives N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer 

Services additional authority to regulate hemp 
cultivation and the manufacture and labeling of 
hemp products.
– Bans smokable hemp as of June 1, 2020. 

• The revised bill also:
- provides a procedure for a landowner to reclaim unused easements 
from a utility company; 
- clarifies that left-turning farm equipment has the right-of-way when 
there is a passing vehicle;
- broadens the allowable uses for farm advertising signs;
- adds hunting, fishing and shooting sports to the definition of 
agritourism; 
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Water Conservation districts; 



2020 Budget?

• NC Senate unable to override Gov. Cooper Budget Veto on 1/14/2020
• Under continuing resolution, aka last year’s budget and “mini budgets”.



Hurricane Florence (and Michael) Recovery
• Gov. Cooper estimate $1.3B

– $1.1B  Crop/livestock loss (NCDA est)
– $9.7M Cooperatives & associations
– $20M  Emergency livestock disposal
– $61.8M Ag buildings and equipment
– $55.9M Ag infrastructure 
– $13.5M Comm. Fishing & Aquac.
– $49.4M Forestry
– $57.5M Stream Restor./Debris 

Removal

• General Assembly
• Authorized up to $240 

million
– Troxler—”$202 given out by 

Dec 2019”
– “clean up payments” in 

early 2020



EMERGING ISSUES



DEQ Regulatory Creep

• Ecological Flows
– Ecological Integrity is "the ability to support and maintain a balanced, 

integrated, adaptive community of organisms having a species composition, 
diversity, and functional organization comparable to that of the natural 
habitat."[1]   A living system exhibits ecological integrity if it recovers from a 
disruption and continues to provide the natural goods and services that 
normally accrue from that system. 

– https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-planning/basin-planning/ecological-flows



Climate Resilience as a Topic

From 1999 to 2019 
There were 4 years 
with chilling hours 
(33-45F) greater 
than 750



PFAS
• FDA collected produce in Southeastern NC (Cape Fear region from 

Fayetteville to Wilmington) in June 2018 for the purposes of developing 
testing protocols for PFAS in foods.  

• They sourced 16 samples of leafy greens and 4 samples of other produce in 
Southeastern NC and released the preliminary testing results in May/early 
June 2019 at a scientific meeting in Europe. They got 36 “hits” above MDL

• FDA: “The concentrations of the PFAS chemicals found in the 16 produce samples were 
so low that we affirm our determination that these substances, at the levels found in the 
samples, are not a human health concern.”



What’s the Plan?

• Invasive species, African 
Swine Fever/High Path 
Avian Influenza, etc.

• What are your risks?
• What are the necessary 

logistics for your 
operation?

• How can you mitigate?
• What’s YOUR plan?





Connectivity & Agriculture
“Farms that Contribute Nearly $80 Billion 

to GDP Run on Limited Internet 
Connections”—US Soybean Board survey

78% of farmers do not 
have a choice in 
internet service 

providers.

40% of farmers have a fixed 
internet connection, while 

others rely on satellite 
connections.

60% of farmers say internet 
service they do have is slow, 

with most relying on cell signals 
or hotspots to connect to the 

internet.



BROADBAND

Complete Complete 
the 
survey!

FCC allocating $20 
Billion in next 
decade to rural 
broadband



New NCFB President

Shawn Harding, Chocowinity 



Debbie Hamrick
Director Specialty Crops

NCFarm Bureau Federation
PO Box 27766,  

Raleigh, NC 27611-7766
(919) 334-2977

Cell: (919) 302-9538
debbie.hamrick@ncfb.org


